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1. A SPACE FOR 
CONTEMPORARY CREATION

In the last 20 years, the promotional, research and 
dissemination structures for contemporary art 
creations have undergone significant changes, 
essentially because of the spread of new visual 
production methods and the contemporary 
processes of art research. These have given rise to a 
series of practices that influenced the approach to 
art creation as an interferential, expansive, 
immaterial process in constant touch with other 
areas of knowledge and understanding. 

Besides museums and contemporary art centres, 
whose activities tend to be more linked with the 
exhibition and research of artistic creations from the 
last century, the new creation paradigms and the 
needs of the different agents involved in their 
construction make it necessary to build new 
production, exhibition, dissemination and research 
models for these forms of language. 

In this respect, the Andalusian Space for 
Contemporary Creation represents a comprehensive 
cultural institutional model which caters to 
PRODUCTION, RESEARCH AND DISSEMINATION 
of contemporary art manifestations. 

Compared to other models that only deal with one 
of these areas of creation, the Andalusian Space for 
Contemporary Creation is given a holistic structure 
so that it can influence the ability to meet the 
demands of the artistic community and new users 

of cultural leisure. These users and artists 
increasingly opt for the presence of offerings in 
spaces of this kind that, until a few years ago, did 
not adhere to the sanitised logic of the museum 
"white box". 

The Andalusian Space for Contemporary Creation 
will therefore be a living, dynamic space, attentive to 
the shifts and changes in the artistic languages of 
our time, while in continual dialogue with society 
and its users, artists and researchers, all of whom 
are in fact users of a community connected with the 
present and networked with a future that needs to 
be constructed on new models and forms of 
knowledge.  

At a time when the museum model has entered a 
period of crisis resulting from the countless art 
interventions from the 1970s until today and art 
centres have experienced significant changes in the 
last ten years because of their proliferation and the 
model’s overexploitation, the Andalusian Space for 
Contemporary Creation is a beacon from across the 
river, a pioneering, exceptional, unique and different 
model in the field of international art creation that 
will consolidate the image of Andalusia as a land of 
cultural entrepreneurs and avant-garde creators.  



2. THE PROJECT

Support for the production and dissemination of 
contemporary art creation has been, and continues 
to be, one of the major thrusts at the Regional 
Ministry of Culture in Andalusia in recent years. It is 
an important project that has given rise to numerous 
initiatives and strategic programmes which are 
proving hugely successful.

Against the background of this extensive effort, the 
Andalusian Space for Contemporary Creation stands 
out as one of the most innovative and interesting 
projects since it represents the creation of a 
completely new centre that will produce and bring 
together the most up-to-date offerings in the world 
of contemporary art creation. 

On 28 March 2005, the press was briefed on the 
site of the Andalusian Space for Contemporary 
Creation, a piece of land of over 10,000 m² in the 
Parque de Miraflores, Córdoba. On 5 August 2005, 
the Official Bulletin of the Government of Andalusia 
(BOJA) announced the two-stage ideas competition 
for the constructive design of the Space. On 19 

December 2005, a jury of professionals such as 
Antoni Muntadas, Peter Weibel, José María 
Martorell, Víctor Pérez Escolano and Carlos 
Hernández Pezzi selected the winning project 
entered by the Nieto y Sobejano architecture team 
under the slogan Circular Breathing. The project 
stood out for the fine fluency of its production, 
exhibition and knowledge spaces, and the superior 
structuring of interior and exterior spaces. The jury 
also highlighted the balance and permeability of the 
open space with the surroundings; the public's 
access through it; and the compositional chain of 
linked volumes that enable changing uses over time 
depending on requirements through the use of an 
architecture suited to the climate and the cultural 
context to which it belongs. 

On 21 March 2007, the presentation of the project 
took place in a marquee set up on the site and was 
attended by a number of important figures, including 
the current President of the Government of 
Andalusia, José Antonio Griñán, and the first stone 
was laid on 9 September 2008. 



3. THE BUILDING 

Designed by the Nieto y Sobejano architecture 
team, the Andalusian Space for Contemporary 
Creation building has its roots in the reinterpretation 
of the city's Arab architecture, and is brought up to 
date with the constructive languages of our times. 
The permutations of the Muslim ornamental motifs 
and the metaliterature of the Islamic narrative 
tradition define the ground-plan of the building, 
which features a repeating hexagonal pattern and 
contains different spaces that call out to be used. 
The permeability and changeability of the galleries, 
produced in naked concrete slabs and continuous 
welding transform them into versatile elements and 
link them conceptually and physically to the artists' 
workshops on the ground floor.

The surprising combinatory architecture and 
interchangeability of the hexagonal spaces and the 
courtyards with skylights connect the production 
(workshops) and exhibition (galleries) areas with 
learning spaces (lecture rooms and media library), 
and a large side corridor that cuts across the building 
-with echoes of an Arab souk- which visitors to the 
centre can walk down and which provides access to 
all the spaces. Exhibition spaces of 150, 90 and 60 
m², and multiples or parts thereof,  can therefore be 
achieved and allow the wholesale use and 
adaptability of the spaces for ad hoc requirements. 

Similarly, the connection of workshops with 
exhibition areas, black box and media library fully 
connect the spaces. This element allows 
contemporary creation in a completely holistic and 
inclusive manner, in production, exhibition, research 
and educational spaces. 

The Andalusian Space for Contemporary Creation 
has a significant area devoted to artistic production, 
a key demand by the artistic community in Spain, 
but one that is well represented in countries such as 
France, the Netherlands and Germany, with 
landmark spaces such as Le 104 (Paris), KW (Berlin), 
the Broedplaast in Amsterdam and the magnificent 
workshops at the Banff Centre for the Arts in the 
mountains of Alberta (Canada). In our particular 
case, the Andalusian Space for Contemporary 
Creation boasts a surface area of 556.60 m² on the 
ground floor, divided into seven independent spaces 
which will be used by the artists selected in a 
residency project competition. 

In addition, the production area in the building has a 
laboratory area of 446.22 m² which will be fitted with 
the equipment needed to carry out these art 
projects. 

Besides the production area, the space has 
dedicated research spaces -going beyond the 
traditional artistic investigations conducted by artists 
in their workshops- in a major media library of 
803.30 m² on the ground and first floors. It will 
provide access to the centre's bibliographical 
collections, in-house and third-party audiovisual 
material and displays and consultations of the 
collections which will develop as the area begins to 
operate. 

As with any other space dedicated to contemporary 
creation, this space has exhibition and display areas. 
We have 791.70 m² on the ground floor that can be 
used as a single exhibition space or combined 
spaces of 150, 90 and 60 m². These are integrated 



with the side corridor which can also be used for 
exhibitions and with the workshops that can, if 
needed, become part of the natural exhibition 
discourse. 

Finally, since this is a unique and exceptional project 
in that it combines the different areas and processes 
of contemporary creation from production to 
dissemination and research, the Andalusian Space 
for Contemporary Creation has a black box, a 

performance space dedicated to presenting film 
screenings (post-cinema), musical concerts, 
performance art, dance, multimedia events and 
other live-art projects in a space occupying 516.20 
m² on the ground floor. 

The building is completed with the administration 
and services area on the first floor and a cafeteria 
and shop on the ground floor at the entrance. 



4. THE MEDIA FAÇADE

Designed by the Nieto y Sobejano team of architects 
in association with the Berlin studio Realities United, 
the Andalusian Space for Contemporary Creation’s 
façade reflected in the water of the river 
Guadalquivir becomes one of this building's 
outstanding attractions and is the only one of its 
kind in the world.

The starting point for the Andalusian Space for 
Contemporary Creation was the analysis of the 
significant interior structure of the building which is 
made with a tessellated (repeating) scheme of 
polygonal spaces. The interior motif ends up forming 
an exterior topography on the façade. The surface is 
in glass reinforced concrete (GRC) and has a system 
of irregularly shaped indentations, in different sizes 
and densities. The hollows (bowls) emanating 
geometrically from the building plane light up 
individually to become pixels on a large-format 
screen. 

Converting the façade into a multimedia light show 
without changing its solid appearance, as envisaged 
by Nieto and Sobejano, became a major challenge in 
the project. The façade is consequently designed to 
appear tangible and solid during the day, while at 
night it becomes a unique, dynamic communicative 
wall that reacts specifically with the architecture. The 
100-metre façade consists of 1,319 recessed 
prefabricated hexagons on different scales. Each 
bowl acts as a reflector for an artificial integrated 
light source. The intensity of each light can be 
controlled individually to form an enormous irregular 

low-resolution grey-scale screen. The complete 
immersion of the "pixel bowls", like negative 
impressions, in the volume of the façade make the 
architectural project itself a digital information 
carrier. During the day the façade displays a 3D 
landscape and shows no signs of being a 
multimedia façade. In addition, this architecturally-
adapted surface topography is characterised by a 
lively composition of light and shade that constantly 
shifts with the movement of the sun. 

The three different scales of bowls used are 
distributed in large patterns over the façade, thereby 
subtly reflecting the building's architectural features. 
What is more, the bowls all seem unique in terms of 
size and shape and seem to be irregularly arranged. 
Only the distribution density remains constant. 
Analogously to the eye’s retina, this composition 
allows the definition of areas of differing density or 
"sensitivity" on the façade. This analogy provides 
some artistic leeway: the resolution of the projected 
images can be kept low, since they adapt to the 
blown-up scale of the screen. This creates a method 
of screening in which the motifs are insinuated as 
opposed to being presented explicitly.

This media façade, the only one of its kind in the 
world, will support artistic creation, by entering into 
dialogue with the urban space and through use by 
those artists who produce their works specifically 
for this project to develop the languages of large-
scale moving images.  Where once there were 
latticed screens, today there are media façades that 
emit light and project onto the body of the river 
which acts as a mirror of the building. 



5. AN R&D&I SPACE, A JOB 
INCUBATOR

Culture means employment and contemporary 
creation represents a development of new 
professional profiles. In light of this, the Andalusian 
Space for Contemporary Creation emerges in a time 
of crisis, when only the creation of new models and 
ways to produce culture and channel its added value 
back to the society which creates it can  make an 
innovative research project sustainable. This is the 
case of this project that is being presented today. 

The Regional Ministry of Culture of Andalusia's 
commitment to innovation and research through 
different R&D&I formulas applied to different sectors 
of culture has been one of the distinguishing 
features that have made Andalusia a pioneer in 
Spain in implementing these lines of work. 

In times like these, contemporary creation can help 
us redefine the professional profiles in our region, 
making the Andalusian Space for Contemporary 
Creation a laboratory in which major companies in 
the sector enter into a dialogue and put their 
projects and prototypes at the service of the 
creators to trigger synergy and interference 
between the world of business and culture through 
research and innovation models. 

Medialabs have operated in many countries since 

the 1980s, but this model is being implemented 
with a greater return for society and a greater 
connection with it. The Andalusian Space for 
Contemporary Creation is therefore making a bid to 
transform culture into a job incubator. With this 
space it aims to create a model acting as magnet for 
large numbers of companies to be able to transform 
the Miraflores space into a small city of culture that 
invents and builds ideas for the future on the other 
side of the river. 

Andalusia, a land of creators and a focal point for a 
new kind of cultural tourism, is now a land of 
innovation and research intended to redefine our 
present, to shed light where others see darkness, 
and new ideas for this new century which will give 
rise to new forms of creation and ways to approach 
them. 

As a laboratory for ideas and a factory for new 
creation models, the Andalusian Space for 
Contemporary Creation reinforces Andalusia as an 
avant-garde and innovative land. 



6. MANAGEMENT MODEL AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES

In accordance with the Decree of December 2011, 
the Andalusian Space for Contemporary Creation is 
being created as an independently managed 
administrative government service, belonging to the 
regional ministry responsible for culture, through the 
Directorate General of Museums and Promotion of 
Art at the Regional Ministry of Culture of Andalusia.

The Andalusian Space for Contemporary Creation is 
based in Córdoba but its scope of activity, in line 
with its functions, extends to the whole of 
Andalusia. It has the remit to conduct promotional 
and research activities on its own behalf or in 
association with other organisations outside 
Andalusia. 

In terms of its goals, areas of competence and 
functions, the Andalusian Space for Contemporary 
Creation is responsible for encouraging new 
contemporary art manifestations through lines of 
research, production and promotion on a national 
and international level; preserving a memory for 
future generations of the different lines of work at 
the institution of both art production selected from 
those produced by the centre's different projects 
(collections) and its activities (media library, virtual 
media library, publications); engaging the public at 
large with new art manifestations; creating 
frameworks for debate on the state of art; opening 

its spaces and resources to the whole of Andalusia, 
through the development of a programme that is 
open to other areas of creation, by making the 
centre a space for the building relationships to 
interactively promote the convergence of different 
activities; and developing the centre’s presence in all 
cultural areas with similar characteristics, by 
establishing relations and co-operation networks 
with other related centres.

In accordance with the Decree of December 2011, 
the Andalusian Centre of Contemporary Creation is 
granted the following responsibilities within its 
scope of action:

a) Custodianship, administration and management 
of the centre.

b) Preparation of the Institution's Master Plan.

c) Preparation and implementation of the 
institution's annual activities plan.

d) Preparation and presentation of the 
institution's management report.

e) Safeguarding and conservation of the memory 
of art manifestations produced in the collection, 
in addition to promoting understanding of them 
and their development.  

f) To facilitate and guarantee art production 
through the workshops and laboratories whose 
use will be temporarily granted to artists for the 



development of their projects as a  result of open 
competition.

g) The organisation and promotion of all cultural 
and artistic initiatives required to incentivise the 
understanding and promotion of the Andalusian 
Centre of Contemporary Creation and the art 
manifestations and processes produced.

h) To incentivise research and artistic activities 
and to promote co-operation programmes with 
other institutions having the same purpose.

i) To guarantee access to the centre by the 
general public and researchers and to develop 
mediation programmes with the public on new 
forms and creative processes.

j) To encourage the activity of associations, 
foundations and volunteers aimed at supporting 
the creation centres.

k) To maintain a significant presence online and in 
spaces promoting art through different initiatives 
at the centre. 

l) To promote continuing training programmes for 
the centre's personnel.

m) To adopt all measures deemed necessary to 
satisfy the aims of the centre in the scope of its 
responsibilities and all measures entrusted to it 
by the ministry responsible for museums and 
artistic creation. 

The Andalusian Space for Contemporary Creation's 
operating structure will have a Board of Directors, 
the executive and management body reporting to 
which will be the Administrative Areas, namely, 
Production and Training; Research and 
Documentation; and Communications and 
Exhibitions, and a Technical Committee, acting as a 
consultative and advisory body.



7. A PLACE FOR MEETING AND 
THINKING ON CREATION 
Based on meetings held in Córdoba in 2005, within 
the A SPACE FOR NEW ART conference season, 
which brought together a range of agents and 
professionals in contemporary creation at the 
Andalusian Film Library and the Provincial Council of 
Culture (Peter Weibel, Anne Nigten, Marie Jo 
Lafontaine, Heinner Holtappels, Dora García, Tere 
Badía, Antoni Muntadas, etc) the Andalusian Space 
for Contemporary Creation has been true to the 
philosophy of creating the building's operating 
programme in close contact with the artistic 
community and the public. 

In early 2012, the Directorate General of Museums 
and the Promotion of Art, in association with BNV 

Producciones, also reinitiated a series of meetings 
and interviews with different agents in the sector 
(artists, exhibition curators, architects, writers, 
musicians, dancers, managers) so as to provide the 
Space with the most suitable equipment for its 
operations and use by the artistic community in 
Andalusia, Spain and abroad. 

Following the agreements and results of these 
meetings, and while awaiting specific technical 
contributions for the use and operations of the 
different spaces (media library, workshops, stage 
space, exhibition rooms), we are preparing the 
operational document and activities programme for 
the Andalusian Space for Contemporary Creation.



8. ROAD MAP FOR 2013 
LAUNCH 

Now that the documents of the plans for uses and 
needs of the Andalusian Space for Contemporary 
Creation have been prepared, the following activities 
to be carried out are: 

1. Proceedings of the decree constituting the 
Andalusian Space for Contemporary Creation and 
its approval. Elaborated over these last two 
years, the decree is in the process of being 
presented and approved by the Governing 
Council of the Andalusia Government: this is a 
matter of urgency so that the different operating 
programmes for the spaces can be prepared.  

2. Equipment commissioning project. The 
Directorate General of Museums has already 
produced the preliminary technical specifications 
to prepare commissioning of the different 
equipment for the Space.  

3. Approval of the promotional plan and 
corporate identity handbook. 

4. Approval of the trade name or trademark. 
Proposal: ESPACIO SUR

5. Approval of the Space's functional 
organisational structure.  




