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  What we are going to talk about? 
 

 

1. Building a new heritage paradigm 

2. Defining a new museological category  

       in the European space 

3.   Traveling with living memories 

            Custom Museum, São Brás e Alportel, Algarve 



 

 
 

1.  Building a new heritage paradigm… 
 

Inspired by the 2003 UNESCO Convention 

but also following the theory and practices of Sociomuseology 

and the principles of Ecology of Knowledge 

 
We actually assist to the consolidation of a heritage paradigm 

centred in a wide, more flexible and socially active concept of heritage, 

aimed at ensuring the longevity of cultural diversity, 

encouraging intercultural and multicultural dialogue,  

favouring human development through valorisation of local culture. 



 

 A new heritage paradigm based on… 
 

 A plural notion of identity translated into   
 

a collective, dynamic and polysemic notion of heritage  

which is the outcome of a process of social activation of the values 

associated to the realities that shape our cultural diversity,  

and that are translated into a profoundly substantive perspective 

of local cultural phenomena. 

 



 

 

 

A new heritage paradigm nourished by… 
 

A dynamic concept of community 
  

That can be described as a collective of variable geometries,  

which is the result of a series of historical events,  

of local synergies and of diverse forms of sociocultural  

and economic relation, continuously changing. 

  
An idea of community… 

 

- linked by recognition, social justice and valorisation of local forms of cultural expressions 
 

- as an essential agent in the definition and negotiation of memory, place and identity  

 

 



 

A new heritage paradigm that claims for… 
 

The urgency for managing heritage collectively. 
 

Placing the museum as a social process 

that embodies its existential rationale in communication and participation,  

thereby constituting a place where the concept of cultural capital is reformulated,  

becoming a resource for local development; 
  

Working with a concept of social and integration-based Museology  

as a discipline that studies the evolution of the museum social function  

as a space for debate and for the construction  

of the cultural identity of the collectives; 
  

 



 

 

   2.  Defining a new museological category  
        in the European space 
 

From this perspective  

and because it constitutes the backbone of a thorough museological process,  

we want to define a new museological category called “Cultural Participation”. 
 
 
 
 

 

With this objective we created a research project named… 
 

“Cultural Participation as a Museological Category. 
Comparative analysis on the contribution of European Museums 

to the involvement of people in the valorisation of their heritage goods” 
  

 



 

 

In compliance with the practices related to the above-mentioned concepts,  

we propose a broad-based study in the European museology context,  

comprising four innovating projects  

that deal with inclusive pedagogy in heritage. 

 

Based on a comparison between  

the various participative methodologies  that are being used  

this project intends to define the epistemological boundaries 

that outline “cultural participation” as an essential category 

for structuring and defining museological processes. 



 

 

With this objective the chosen projects are: 
 

 

Portugal 
Museum: Costume Museum of S. Brás de Alportel, Algarve Museum Network. 
Selected Project: Exercios de memórias locais (Working with Local Memories) 

Scientific interest: Inclusive character based on integrating and learning about local memories as a way to valorise  
existing cultural diversity by articulating, cooperating and sharing in the management of memory. 
 

Spain 
Museum: Escolar Museum  of Pusol. Elche. 

Selected Project: Proyecto pedagógico del Centro de Cultura Tradicional  
                                            (Pedagogic project of the Centre for Traditional Culture) 

Scientific interest: Exemplary standard of its collective practices and its means of providing  

participatory heritage education used to safeguard the community’s local traditional culture.  

 

France 
Museum: Musée Dauphinois, Reseaux des Musées du Val d´Isere, Grenoble. 

Selected Project: Programmé de valorisation des patrimoines des «pays» de l'Isère. 
Scientific interest: Participatory study methods and shared valorisation of  regional heritage leading to reflection 

about the global context, based on principles defined according to the Society museums 
 

Norway   
Museum: Oslo Museum. 
Selected Project: Interkulturelt Museum 
Scientific interest: Study methods, approaches and dissemination of different aspects of the diversity  
that characterises contemporary Norwegian society by looking at the history of immigration… 





 

 

Along this project we want to structure this category in terms               
of a local-global nexus in order to ensure: 

 

- the access to cultural goods and to participation in their definition,  

management and contemporary use; 
 

- the enhancement of the social environment by means of recognising local 

knowledge and, as a result, increasing inclusion and cultural cohesion;  
 

- the promotion and revitalisation of sociocultural diversity brought to bear 

by their actors in interaction with the museum and based on processes  

focusing on co-presence, co-production and co-authorship of knowledge;  
 

- the dissemination/re-use of ancestral/traditional knowledge that uses the  

environment according to principles of  integrated development. 



 

3. Traveling with living memories 
 

The participative dimension of processes like heritagisation  

combined with the importance of the museum’s social role face us  

with the challenge of developing new methodologies  

like the one proposed in this project. 

 

From our point of view, this new category provides a link to our memory,  

which is part of one’s invaluable heritage and clearly defines our identity. 



 

 

   Society cannot thrive without solidarity and human compromise. 
  

 As Saramago eloquently remind us: 

 

We are the memory we have 

and the responsibility we accept. 

Without memory we do not exist 

without responsibility we may not deserve to exist.  

                                                        

                                                       Saramago,  Cadernos de Lanzarote 

  

 


