
Algarve’s Museum Network 
 
 
(…) the Algarve deserves a great deal of attention from you. His geographical location and the excellence and fertility of its climate and 
soil have attracted many settlers, a very complex and varied cosmopolitism of civilisation and domains, that this region is as valuable 
as a Museum and archive the price of its biggest treasure.”(…) 
 

(Pinheiro Chagas, 1897) 
 

The Algarve’s Museum Network was the culmination of a dream and a previous work that lasted a decade 
(1997 – 2007). During this period mentalities slowly changed and a dialogue in a regional perspective began. Today 
the Network has 16 Museums: Albufeira Archaeological Museum, Faro Municipal Museum, Portimão Municipal 
Museum, Tavira Municipal Museum, São Brás Costume Museum, Loulé Municipal Museum, Lagos Municipal 
Museum, Maritime Museum in Faro, Silves Municipal Museum, Museum of the City of Olhão, Museu da Terra e do 
Mar da Carrapateira in Aljezur, Museum Nuclei in Alcoutim, Castro Marim Municipality, Vila Real de Santo António 
Municipality, Lagoa Municipality and Vila do Bispo Municipality. 
 

The idea of creating a network began in a seminary organized in Portimão (1997) and later in 2006 with a 
workshop entitled “Which networks for the Algarve?” organized by the Museum of Faro and the Portuguese Museum 
Network. The first step was to assess the difficulties of regional museology and the following problems were 
identified: “1. The significant increase of museum units in the region over the past decade and the absence of a 
regional museological plan; 2. Diversity of models regarding management and political and administrative 
organization of boards that oversee the museums; 3. Reduced experience of intermunicipal and institutional relations 
regarding the planning of policies and activities of Algarve’s Museums; 4. Nonexistance of museological structures 
that coordinate training and professional exchange between the Algarve’s Museums.” After the diagnostic, the results 
clear revealed that practices must change and the process to create the Algarve’s Museum Network must be 
initiated. Thus, a previous internal discussion between the professionals involved took place and other external 
based on the talks with regional institutions: University of the Algarve, Regional Directorate for Culture in the Algarve, 
Metropolitan Area of the Algarve, Algarve Tourism Board, Regional Development and Coordinating Commission of 
the Algarve and the Portuguese Network of Museums. Consequently, the Algarve’s Museums Network was born on 
17th of October 2007, with a mission statement, principles and the following purposes: qualify its professionals, 
contribute to the regional development and mark a position next to the communities. 
 

As the network advanced three areas were defined: (1.) Information; (2.) Training and (3.) Partnerships 
(PAULO and GAMEIRO, 2009:9). In information one points out the creation of a newsletter to promote the network; 
in training one must refer to the annual meetings – “The technicians of the museums meet” – focused on museum’s 
specific areas; in partnerships one pin points the application to the program PROMUSEUS in 2008 to make a 
didactic bag and the temporary exhibition “Algarve from Kingdom to Region”, telling the history of the Algarve from 
the Islamic period to the 21st century in the various museums in 2010. 

 
Since last year several work groups have been formed in the AMN, such as the “Intangible Cultural Heritage”, 

which organized several training sessions in collaboration with Regional Directorate for Culture in the Algarve; 
“Archaeology”, participated in various regional and national seminars, organized a workshop and is responsible for 
the survey about “archaeological depots” and the groups of “Conservation and Restoration” and “Educational 
Service” that initiated their activity this year. 
        

All in all, one can state that these (almost) five years of network have contributed to the qualification of 
museum’s professionals and to the positioning of museums as active partners in regional development. However, 
there are many dreams to realize and paths to be walked; one would say that the most urgent is to assert the 
network in a regional level through the communication with the audiences. In this line, some actions can make the 
difference: a network’s blog that is more dynamic; the creation of “User Card” and “Joint Card” of the Algarve’s 
Museums with several discounts and advantages; a brochure and a guide of the Museums in the Algarve in  
partnership with the Algarve Tourism Board and the Regional Directorate for Culture; initiate a communication 
strategy for the exhibition planned to 2012/2013 “The pioneers of Algarve’s Knowledge”. 

 
The Algarve’s Museum Network was a pioneer and innovative in the way and work developed. It continues, 

as stated by Bernardo de Passos, “with many dreams is dust, that the western Sun agitates!”; to fulfill these dreams 
the network relies on the spirit, commitment and strength of the Algarve’s museums’ professionals. 
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